
Easter Message 2020 from Bishop Francis  
I send Easter greetings to the people of the diocese of           

Ardagh and Clonmacnois, our parishioners, our priests and        
religious, those who are isolated at this time, the fearful,          
people whose employment has been affected, the sick,        
those who are sadly bereaved and all who work in          
hospitals and in essential services.   

The celebration of Easter takes place in a very         
different way, a virtual way, behind closed doors. The         
message of Easter is the     
same as it has been from      
the beginning, Christ is    
Risen, Alleluia. In these    
days it is a proclamation     
of hope in the midst of      
restrictions, hope in the    
midst of fear and    
unemployment and hope in the midst of illness and death.          
We have great hope in the risen Jesus Christ, he is with us,             
to encourage, to strengthen and to console. 

We also have great hope in humanity. We are grateful          
to all who have carefully gone out to serve, those on the            
front line in hospitals and in the variety of essential          
services, leaders who make wise decisions and researchers        
who seek a vaccine. Also the many generous acts of          
neighbourliness. 

As we face into the uncertainties that lie ahead, out          
hope shines brightly, and our determination to return to         
our places of work and to live without fear is strong. The            
experience of the essential restrictions teaches us that we         
wish to go out, we wish to be with people, to meet up, to              
chat and to enjoy company. The Easter Message has its          
origin in the dark days of Jesus’ suffering and then          
blossoms into the Good News of resurrection. Our hope is          
firm; it is based in Jesus Christ and in the goodness of            
humanity.  

Francis Duffy 
Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnois 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED - Please pray for Austin Reilly,        
Kilsallagh and Maura Doyle, Cam, who died recently. May they          
rest in peace and rise in glory. Requiescant in         
Pace.  
 

BAPTISM - We welcomed Jacob Eamon Maguire, Kilbride        
Park and Freya Nevaeh Ward, Pairc na hAbhainn 
into our Christian community recently. 
 

HOLY WEEK CEREMONIES from St Mel’s 
Cathedral are being broadcast on - 

www.longfordparish.com 
EASTER TRIDUUM 

Friday, 10th April Good Friday 
3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion. 

7.30pm: Stations of the Cross. 
9.00pm. Táize - Prayer around the Cross. 

Saturday, 11th April Holy Saturday. 
10.00pm: Easter Vigil Mass 

Sunday, 12th April - Easter Day of the Lord’s 
Resurrection. 

Easter Sunday Masses: 10.00am, 11.30am: 1.00pm. 
 

Daily Mass @ 10.00 is also broadcast on the Cathedral 
Parish Website. 

 
Church Bells Easter Sunday - Many parishes around the         
country will sound their church bells this Easter Sunday        
at 12.00 noon , for a few minutes, as a sign of solidarity            
and hope in the resurrection of Our Lord.  
 

May the bells ring out as a call to joy despite the difficult             
times we are all going through. 
 

May the Blessings of the Risen Lord be with us all people            
this Easter time. 
 
The last time we gathered as a parish community to          
celebrate Sunday Mass was on Mar 8th last. As we joined           
together in prayer on that morning we weren’t to know          
that it would be our last opportunity to do so for some            
time. 

These are truly unprecedented times as the world tries         
to deal with the reality of the threat that is the Covid 19             
virus. Obviously the life of the parish has been impacted          
on greatly by the directives that have been implemented to          
try to counteract the virus:  

 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation are      
postponeduntil further notice. 

 

Priests continue to celebrate Mass privately and pray        
for the needs of their parishioners.  

 

First Friday Calls are postponed. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick and Sacrament of Anointing.         
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick usually takes         
place at a time when people are vulnerable and near death           
or seriously ill. This Sacrament can take place once the          
priest has been invited by the family. 

 

The Celebration of Funerals - At this very sad time for           
families priests will pray for and with the bereaved.         
Arrangements for Funeral Masses will be made by        
telephone. Only immediate family members should be in        
attendance. Those attending are asked to sit at least two          
metres apart. Concelebration will not take place and Holy         
Communion will not be distributed. It may be that Funeral          
Masses will not take place. Christian burial will take place          

http://www.longfordparish.com/


with the Rite of Committal. Following the coronavirus        
there will be opportunities to hold memorial 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. Many people like to go        
to confession at Easter. Unfortunately this will not be         
possible this year. In the absence of Confession it is          
sufficient to confess one’s sins to God, seeking        
forgiveness and having the intention of going when next         
possible. God forgives the sins and the person is renewed          
in heart and soul. 

In his homily on March 20th, Pope Francis spoke         
about fulfilling our Easter duty: “I know that many of you           
go to confession before Easter… Many will say to me:          
‘But Father…I can’t leave the house and I want to make           
my peace with the Lord. I want Him to embrace me…How           
can I do that unless I find a priest?’ Do what the catechism             
says. It is very clear. If you don’t find a priest to go to              
confession, speak to God. He is your Father. Tell Him the           
truth: 

‘Lord. I did this and this and this. Pardon me.’ Ask His            
forgiveness with all your heart with an act of contrition,          
and promise Him, ‘afterward I will go to confession.’ You          
will return to God’s grace immediately. You yourself can         
draw near, as the catechism teaches us, to God’s         
forgiveness, without having a priest at hand.” 

 

We say thanks to all who are contributing to the work of            
containing the virus. Thank you for abiding by the         
directive to stay at home. 
 

We think especially of –  
 

● All who work in the health, care and science fields 
● For all who work in essential services 
● For who are cocooning 
● For all who have died 
● For all who have been bereaved  
● For all who are sick 
 

We pray for continued solidarity, for a vaccine to treat the           
virus and for continued hope in God’s Bessings for his          
people this Eastertime. 
 

Alleluia Alleluia! 
God loved the world so much that he 

Gave his only son; 
Everyone who believes in him has 

Eternal life. 
Aleluai 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the 

coronavirus pandemic 
 

O Mary, 
you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith 
firm. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 
so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 
after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do 
not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us 

from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 

The Deep End – A Hopeful Silence 
 

This isn’t a contest but the doorway y into thanks, and a silence             
in which another voice may speak. In Mary Oliver’s poem          
‘Praying,’ she speaks about the importance of being still, paying          
attention, and making space for God.  
 

When you entered the church for the Easter Vigil last night, you            
may have noticed a whole lot of emptiness. The holy water fonts            
were empty, as was the tabernacle. The lights were out and the            
church was in darkness, waiting. And into that darkness came          
the Paschal fire, spreading through the church as the light of           
Christ was passed from person to person.  
 

Today, we hear the Gospel of the empty tomb. When the           
disciples witness the empty tomb, it is a sign that Jesus has risen.             
Into the emptiness and darkness of Good Friday, Jesus brings          
light. Into our fears, Jesus brings hope. Into our hatred, he brings            
love. 
 

We hear a lot of talk nowadays about mental health, about the            
importance of talking and giving our loved ones time and space           
to talk. Our families and communities should strive to be places           
of tolerance, welcome and solace. I heard a lovely phrase          
recently: ‘I’m holding space for you.’  
 

It is a gentle way of offering prayer and support. It implies being             
present for someone in their worry or grief, accepting and not           
judging. When we pray, God holds space for us, and we in turn             
offer him ‘a silence in which another voice may speak.’ We can            
also offer that space to others, whether as individuals or as a            
church, by ensuring we are a place of welcome and hope.  
 

After all, we are ‘Easter people,’ imbued with the gentle          
presence of the risen Jesus.  
 

A little humour - There were two brothers who used to go for a              
pint every evening. One of the brothers moved away but          
promised his brother he would have a pint with him every           
evening. So he’d go to the bar and order two pints. He explained             
why. A few months later he came to he bar, ordered one pint             
and the barman noticed. “Is your brother ok?” he asked. “Yes”           
the man replied “why?”. “I see you only ordered one pint”. “Oh            
yes, I know. I’m off it for Lent”. - Fr Vincent Sherlock, Irish             
Catholic Newspaper. 
 

For the children to colour in: 
 



  
 

Wash your hands  

Practice social distancing 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help 

Check in on elderly neighbours 

Be kind 

 

- Fr Tom Healy - 
 


