
Sunday 13th June 2020 – The Feast of the 

Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
 

Daily Mass @ 10.00 a.m. is broadcast on the 

Cathedral Parish Website – 

www.longfordparish.com. 
 

Sunday Masses are also broadcast at: 

Vigil 7.30 p.m.; 8.00 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 11.30 

a.m. and 1.00 p.m. 
 

 

RETURNING TO THE PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MASS AND 
THE SACRAMENTS 

We look forward to the reopening of our Churches for          
public worship which happens on Mon June 29th next with          
the first Sunday Mass on the weekend of July 4th / 5th. 
However as most people are aware we will have to take           
on board many restrictions to ensure that we gather in          
safety. In particular, to ensure social distancing the        
seating capacity of our Parish Church will be well reduced. 

We have received guidelines from Bishop Francis       
which will be considered by the Parish Pastoral Council in          
the coming week. We will need the assistance of stewards          
and other volunteers to help implement the guidelines. 
The document states the following: 

“In all circumstances the safety and health of        
people, ministers, and priests must be paramount. No        
church should be opened for public prayer or worship         
until satisfactory arrangements, as indicated in this       
Framework, have been put in place.  

It is most important that people who are        
vulnerable or unwell, and especially those with any        
symptoms that might suggest Covid-19 infection, should       
stay at home and, if possible, participate, as now, via          
webcam, social media, television, or radio. The same        
applies to those who have been in recent contact with          
someone who has the virus, in accordance with public         
health advice. 

Parishes should at all times follow the most        
up-to-date public health advice and associated      
regulations and obligations. To reduce the risk of        
transmission of Covid-19, public health advice emphasises       
the importance of strict adherence to physical distancing,        
good hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette, and       
regular cleaning and sanitising of shared spaces.  

A. Physical (Social) Distancing 

Public health authorities advise that people should       
maintain physical distance from each other (currently at        
least 2 metres). In our churches this will mean that the           
maximum number of people who can be accommodated        
for any communal prayer or liturgy will be much reduced.          
The demands of physical distancing will also need to be          
considered in relation to people entering the church and         
leaving it.  
B. Maintenance of Hygiene 
While each person has individual responsibility for       
following advice on hand hygiene and respiratory       
etiquette, the church environment should itself be as safe         
as any enclosed public space.  
LITURGICAL MATTERS 
A return to public worship, even gradually, will be a          
source of great joy and hope to our parish communities.          
Public health considerations will, however, require some       
practical adjustments to the way we celebrate our        
liturgies. These should not in any way compromise the         
integrity of the liturgy and every effort should be made to           
support active participation and prayerful and joyful       
celebration. 

The following should be noted: 

i. The dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day        
obligation is extended for the time being. 

ii. Parishes are recommended to have designated      
places for Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of       
Holy Communion.  

iii. In the interests of physical distancing, parishes       
may wish, for the time being, to limit music         
ministry to a single cantor and a single        
instrumentalist.  

iv. Altar servers should assist only when all physical        
distancing/hygiene considerations have been    
taken into account, and with careful supervision.  

v. The procession for people approaching for Holy       
Communion should be carefully planned.     
Stewards may assist if required.  

vi. For the time being, it is recommended that        
Communion should not be given under both       
kinds, and should be received in the hand.  

vii. Priests and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy      
Communion should visibly sanitise their hands      
both before and after the distribution of       
Communion. 

viii. Priests and ministers should wear a face-covering       
while distributing Communion.  

CEMETERY SUNDAY - It has been agreed at diocesan level          
that, considering the present circumstances, it is not advisable         
to hold the normal Cemetery Sunday celebrations this year.         
Complying with social distancing requirements along with the        
gathering of large numbers of people would       
present major difficulties. Priests have been      
advised to perform cemetery blessings in private       
and likewise to offer Mass in private for the souls          
of all people interred in the graveyards of their         
respective parishes. I will be happy to celebrate Mass privately          
for all of your deceased relatives and friends on the first Sunday            
of July and will bless the graves at Aughafin.  

http://www.longfordparish.com/


 
 

May all our beloved deceased rest in God’s friendship now and forever. Amen.  
 

“A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just” - Pope Francis 
 

- Fr Tom Healy - 


