
Sunday 21st June - Twelfth Sunday of             

Ordinary Time 

Daily Mass @ 10.00 a.m. is broadcast on the 

Cathedral Parish Website – 

www.longfordparish.com. 
 

Sunday Masses are also broadcast at: 

Vigil 7.30 p.m.; 8.00 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 11.30 

a.m. and 1.00 p.m. 

 
 

RETURNING TO THE PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MASS AND 
THE SACRAMENTS 

We look forward to the resumption of the public celebration of           
Mass on Mon June 29th next. The first Sunday Masses will be on             
the weekend of Sat/Sun July 4th /5th . 

As previously indicated we will have to comply with         
strict restrictions so as to ensure public safety which will          
present many challenges.  

The Parish Pastoral Council and Diocesan Assembly       
delegates have been considering how best to implement the         
guidelines which we have received. 

We will meet with the Ushers in the coming week and           
are very appreciative of all of the goodwill and spirit of           
co-operation that is evident in our local community. 

Please note the following:  
● Dispensation from Sunday and Holyday Obligation is       

extended for the time being. 
● Anyone who is unwell is advised not to attend. 
● Seating capacity - obviously the two metre social        

distance rule means that the capacity of the Parish         
Church will be well reduced. We will only be able to           
use every second bench and each bench can take just          
two people. Couples and family units can sit together         
which would increase the capacity. We estimate that        
the seating capacity will be in the region of 60/70          
people. Seating spaces will be marked out. 

● We will use one point of entry - the front doors. Exit            
will be by the side doors. 

● Holy Water fonts will continue to remain empty. 
● Hand sanitisers will be available at Church doors. 
● Holy Communion should be received in the hand. 
● Unfortunately it is best that the Altar Servers and         

Choirs do not resume their duties until further notice. 
● Newsletters are single use only - please take home         

after Mass. 
● Parish Collections - will be held at the entrance door 

- See Parish Website / Church Noticeboard / Parish 
Newsletter for updates – 

 

"Be faithful in small things because it is in them that 
your strength lies." - Mother Teresa 

 

Can you help? – Calling on Volunteers 
A major challenge as we reopen for worship is the task of            

cleaning the church after each celebration. Obviously if a         
number of people would volunteer it is a task that could be            
shared out. Could you assist please? – if so, we would be            
delighted to hear from you. Please contact the Parochial House          
(71046) or any member of the Parish Pastoral Council. 

Thank you to the ladies who faithfully clean our church to           
such a high standard each week. Your generous service is much           
appreciated. 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 
The first reading - The prophet Jeremiah suffers greatly         

on account of his faithfulness to God’s word. His courage          
consists not in the absence of fear, but in his continued           
proclamation, even when it costs him dearly.  

The second reading - ‘The gift itself considerably        
outweighed the fall.’ The consequences of sin are very real,          
very concrete, but God’s grace and his providence are always of           
greater consequence. Sin has entered the world, but God’s Son,          
in entering the world, has defeated it.  

The Gospel - ‘Do not be afraid.’ Three times in this           
short reading we hear those words. Why the repetition?         
Because Jesus sees and understands our tendency to fear, and          
because he wants to replace it with courage.            - INTERCOM 
 

Opening Prayer - Mass in Time of Pandemic 
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger, to whom           
we turn in our distress; in faith we pray look with compassion            
on the afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to           
mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to           
healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the courage to          
reach out to all in love, so that together we may give glory to              
your holy name. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who           
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for              
ever and ever. Amen.  

CEMETERY SUNDAY 
It has been agreed at diocesan level that, considering the          
present circumstances, it is not advisable to hold the normal          
Cemetery Sunday celebrations this year. Complying with social        
distancing requirements along with the     
gathering of large numbers of people would       
present major difficulties. Priests have been      
advised to perform cemetery blessings in      
private and likewise to offer Mass in private for         
the souls of all people interred in the        
graveyards of their respective parishes. I will be happy to          
celebrate Mass privately for all of your deceased relatives and          
friends on the first Sunday of July and will bless the graves at             
Aughafin.  

May all our beloved deceased rest in God’s friendship now 

and forever. Amen.  
 

“Let nothing perturb you, nothing frighten you. All things 
pass. God does not change. Patience achieves everything”  

"Accustom yourself continually to make many acts of love, 
for they enkindle and melt the soul." 

- St Teresa of Avila 

Parish Collections - Every parish relies solely on the goodwill          
and support of its members to fund its expenses. Similarly the           
priests of the diocese rely on the kind support of parishioners           
to provide them with an income through the six Dues          
collections each year. This has been a particular challenge at          
this extraordinary time when no Church ceremonies are being         
held. Thank you to all who have dropped their envelopes into           
the Parochial House while no Church ceremonies have been         
taking place. Your kind support is most appreciated. 

- Fr Tom Healy - 

http://www.longfordparish.com/
https://www.crosswalk.com/video/these-5-quotes-from-mother-teresa-will-make-your-heart-soar.html

