
This Weekend  July 4th/5th 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7.00p.m   James Gilchriest, Richfort, Ardagh. 
             11.00a.m   Since Cemetery Sunday Mass has been 
cancelled, this Mass will be offered for all deceased 
parishioners. Graves at Aughafin Cemetery will be blessed 
privately. 
 

Weekday Masses:  St Mary’s Church at 11.00 a.m.  
 

Wed 8th Jul - People of the Parish 
 

Next Weekend :   July 11th/12th 
7.00p.m   No Intention. 

             11.00a.m   Patrick Donoghue, Lisnagrish 

Welcome Back 
We reopened our Parish Church for public worship on 

Monday last. There was a sense of joy and excitement and it 
was great to see the familiar friendly faces of our daily 
Massgoers once more. 

A lot of work has been taking place behind the scenes so 
we say thank you to all who have assisted in any way. 

During Phase 3 of the reopening we have to limit our 
congregation to 50 people. In Phase 4 (from July 20th  onwards) 
our seating capacity will rise to 60/70. Couples and families are 
encouraged to sit together. 

Please note the following: 
● Dispensation from Sunday and Holyday Obligation is       

extended for the time being. 
● Some people might consider foregoing Sunday Mass       

and coming on a midweek day so as to free up space            
on Sundays. 

● Anyone who is unwell is advised not to attend. 
● We will use one point of entry - the front doors. Exit            

will be by the side doors. 
● Holy Water fonts will continue to remain empty. 
● Hand sanitisers will be available at Church doors. 
● Holy Communion should be received in the hand. 
● Unfortunately it is best that the Altar Servers and         

Choirs do not resume their duties until further notice. 
● Newsletters are single use only - please take home         

after Mass. 
● Parish Collections - will be held at the entrance door 

- See Parish Website / Church Noticeboard / Parish 
Newsletter for updates - 

Daily Mass @ 10.00 a.m. is broadcast on the 

Cathedral Parish Website – 

www.longfordparish.com. 
 

Sunday Masses are also broadcast at: 

Vigil 7.30 p.m.; 8.00 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 11.30 

a.m. and 1.00 p.m. 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED - We remember all our parishioners who         
have been called home to the Lord during the time of           
lockdown:  
Austin Reilly, Kilsallagh;  
Maura Doyle, Cam;  
James (Jimmy) Gill, Devine Crescent;  
Pauline Curran, Dublin Road;  
John Harte, Colehill (formerly Corboy);  
Annette Mulryann Walsh, Kilrooskey,   
Co. Roscommon (formerly Barne).  
May they rest in peace and rise in        
glory. Requiescant in Pace.  
 

SCHOOL GRADUATION - A very joyful (and emotional)        
ceremony took place at St Mary’s National School on Mon          
evening last to mark the graduation of the sixth class pupils           
after a most unusual end to their primary school days. It was a             
nice opportunity for the boys and girls, their parents and          
teachers to gather once more, to remember the children’s long          
years at St Mary’s and to wish them well as they move on to              
secondary school. We compliment the children on their        
graduation and wish them God’s Blessings on their secondary         
education in neigbouring schools. 
 

SACRAMENTS CALENDAR - Obviously the Covid health scare        
meant that the Springtime celebration of First Holy Communion         
and Confirmation had to be postponed. Understandably Bishop        
Francis’ diary means that he will not be in a position to visit the              
41 parishes of the diocese and so he has asked each parish            
priest to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in his own          
parish. The dates for the ceremonies are as follows: 

CONFIRMATION - Sat 12th  September 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - Sat 3rd  October 

We look forward to celebrating these sacred days with our          
young parishioners albeit at a much later stage than         
anticipated. 
 

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 
ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports         
for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties          
relating to the outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus).       
Professional staff are available to answer queries and give         
advice and reassurance where necessary. The support line is         
open seven days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024 
 

ACCORD - Covid-19 Couples and Relationships Support Line 
If you need to speak to an experienced couples or relationship           
counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress and        
pressure on family life, contact 01 531 3331, 9.00am –         
8.00pm Monday to Friday. 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT - The Parish Finance       
Committee met back in March to approve a Financial Statement          
for 2019. It was meant to have been published on the weekend            
of Mar 15th but Churches were then closed at short notice.           
Please see annual financial statement in the Parish Church this          
weekend.  

 “Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face 
always.” 

- 1 Chronicles 16:11  
Parish Collections - Each parish relies solely on the goodwill and           
support of its members to fund its expenses. Similarly the          
priests of the diocese rely on the kind support of parishioners           
to provide them with an income through the six Dues          
collections each year. This has been a particular challenge at          
this extraordinary time when no Church ceremonies are being         
held. Thank you to all who have dropped their envelopes into           
the Parochial House while no Church ceremonies have been         
taking place. Your kind support is most appreciated. 

- Fr Tom Healy - 

http://www.longfordparish.com/


You are loved, even on your darkest days. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”— John 3:16 (NIV)God loves you 
so much. He loves you enough to give His Son for you, 

to watch His Son die for you, to put the sins of the 
world on His back for you. That is incredible love. 

- Jane Mellett (INTERCOM)  
 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel John 
14:1-12 

 

1. ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God.           
Believe also in me.’ Trust in another person can help us in            
difficult times. Remember and give thanks for the people         
you were able to trust in difficult moments. Remember         
also when your faith in God helped you through anxious          
moments.  

 

2. Thomas struggled with the desire, which is in all of           
us, to know the exact destination before we set out. Jesus           
invites us to make an act of faith and to take one step at a               
time. Can you recall times when it helped you to take that            
trusting attitude to life?  

 

3. Jesus proposed himself to Thomas as the way, the          
truth and the life. In what ways has Jesus been the way,            
the truth and the life for you on your faith journey?  

 

4. Philip wanted Jesus to give him a glimpse of God           
and got the surprising answer: ‘Whoever has seen me has          
seen the Father’. Jesus put a human face on the love of            
God. He gives us a glimpse of the divine. Who are the            
people whose love has helped you to believe in the love           
of God?   To whom have you given an occasional glimpse          
of the divine?  - John Byrne OSA (INTERCOM) 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
By Cameron Bellm 

 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our 
children when their schools close 

Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the 

tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, 
let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our 
arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God 
to our neighbors. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wash your hands 
Practice social distancing 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help 
Check in on elderly neighbours 

Be kind 
 

- Fr Tom Healy - 
 


